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THE TRADING RIGHTS OF KAHNAWAKE

BACKGROUND

“MERE ALLIANCES OF PROTECTION, TRIBUTE, OR
VASSALAGE WHICH A STATE MAY CONTRACT
WITH ANOTHER, DO NOT HINDER IT FROM
CONTINUING PERFECTLY SOVEREIGN, OR FROM
BEING LOOKED UPON AS OCCUPYING ITS USUAL
PLACE ON THE GREAT THEATRE OF EUROPE.”

“IN JUNE 2007, | RETIRED FROM THE FACULTY OF CORNELL
UNIVERSITY, ITHACA, NEW YORK, U.S.A. | SERVED ON CORNELL'S
FACULTY FROM 1988 UNTIL 2007. AT CORNELL, | WAS THE SENIOR
LECTURER IN THE CULTURAL LANDSCAPES PROGRAM IN THE
UNIVERSITY’S DEPARTMENT OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, WHERE |
TAUGHT COURSES ON THE HISTORY OF NORTH AMERICAN NATIVE
CULTURAL LANDSCAPES. BEFORE JOINING THE DEPARTMENT OF
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, | WAS THE SENIOR LECTURER IN
CORNELL UNIVERSITY'S AMERICAN INDIAN STUDIES DEPARTMENT,
WHERE | ALSO TAUGHT COURSES ON NORTH AMERICAN NATIVE
HISTORY AND CULTURE. SINCE 1966, | HAVE BEEN A FACULTY
MEMBER AT THE COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY LEVEL.

IN 1967, | RECEIVED MY PH.D. DEGREE IN AMERICAN HISTORY FROM
VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE, U.S.A. MY
DISSERTATION DESCRIBED THE PARTICIPATION OF THE MOHAWKS

AND OTHER FIRST NATIONS; LOYALISTS; AND CONTINENTALS DURING

THE UNITED STATES” WAR OF INDEPENDENCE ALONG THE NEW YORK
FRONTIER.

MY POST-DOCTORAL RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS HAVE
FOCUSED ON THE HISTORY, TREATY RIGHTS, AND POLITICAL
RELATIONSHIPS CONCERNING THE MOHAWKS AND OTHER
HAUDENOSAUNEE AND, SPECIFICALLY, ON THE HISTORY OF THEIR
TRADE AND COMMERCIAL RIGHTS IN VARIOUS HISTORICAL
CONTEXTS AND AGREEMENTS. MY STUDIES INCLUDE AGREEMENTS
AND/OR TREATIES MADE BY THE MOHAWKS AND OTHER IROQUOIS
WITH OTHER FIRST NATIONS; AND AGREEMENTS AND/OR TREATIES
MADE BY THE MOHAWKS AND OTHER IROQUOIS WITH GREAT
BRITAIN, FRANCE, THE NETHERLANDS, CANADA, AND THE UNITED
STATES. IN CONDUCTING RESEARCH FOR THESE PUBLICATIONS, |
REVIEWED AND ANALYZED ORAL HISTORY FROM MOHAWK AND
OTHER FIRST NATION ELDERS THAT HAS BEEN PASSED DOWN FOR
HUNDREDS OF YEARS; ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE;
ANTHROPOLOGICAL EVIDENCE; AND DOCUMENTS DATING BACK TO
THE 1500S.
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THE TRADING RIGHTS OF KAHNAWAKE
BACKGROUND

. THE FOLLOWING IS A DESCRIPTION OF THE BACKGROUND AND QUALIFICATIONS OF ONE ROBERT W. VENABLES, PH.D., OF |T|'-|Ac§, NEW YOR

‘I HAVE PROVIDED EXPERT TESTIMONY BEFORE THE FEDERAL COURTS
OF CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES, ADDRESSING THE HISTORICAL
AND PRESENT-DAY RIGHTS OF THE MOHAWKS AND OTHER
HAUDENOSAUNEE."

ROBERT W. VENABLES, PH.D,, IS A MUCH RESPECTED SCHOLAR WITH
IMMEASURABLE KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING THE HISTORY OF
KAHNAWAKE, THE MOHAWK PEOPLE WHO RESIDE WITHIN THIS
COMMUNITY AS WELL AS THEIR HISTORY WITH THE TOBACCO TRADE.
THE FOLLOWING ARE OFFICIAL STATEMENTS THAT HE HAS MADE
CONCERNING THE PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED.

INTERNATIONAL LAW IN 1788: SOVEREIGNTY IS NOT A MATTER OF
PHYSICAL SIZE AND SOVEREIGNTY IS NOT AFFECTED BY ALLIANCES.

G.F. [GEORG FRIEDRICH] VON MARTENS (1756-1821) WAS A
PROFESSOR OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AT GOTTINGEN, GERMANY,
WHEN HE WROTE SUMMARY OF THE LAW OF NATIONS (1788). HIS
WORK IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE HE DEFINED SOVEREIGNTY DURING
AN ERA DURING WHICH SOVEREIGNTY WAS A MAJOR ISSUE IN BOTH
EUROPE AND AMONG FIRST NATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA. MARTENS
WROTEI HAVE PROVIDED EXPERT TESTIMONY BEFORE THE FEDERAL
COURTS OF CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES, ADDRESSING THE
HISTORICAL AND PRESENT-DAY RIGHTS OF THE MOHAWKS AND
OTHER HAUDENOSAUNEE."

THE TRADING RIGHTS OF KAHNAWAKE

BASED ON MY KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE, AND ANALYSIS OF THE
HISTORY OF MOHAWK AND OTHER HAUDENOSAUNEE TRADE WITH
NATIVE COMMUNITIES AND EUROPEAN COLONISTS, IT IS MY OPINION
THAT KAHNAWAKE POSSESSES SPECIFIC TRADING RIGHTS REFLECTED
BY WELL-ESTABLISHED TRADING NETWORKS BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER
EUROPEAN CONTACT, AND THAT THIS HISTORY OF TRADE IS
DEMONSTRATED IN THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDS, THE
DOCUMENTARY RECORDS, FIRST NATION ORAL TRADITION, AND
SCHOLARLY SECONDARY SOURCES.

ROBERT W. VENABLES, PH.D




